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Duid trifles querimonie, 

Si non Supplicio culpa reciditur ? 
Duid leges, ſine moribus, 
Vane. proficiunt ? 

Hor. Lib. 3. Od. 24. 


But wherefore do we thus complain, 
It Juſtice wear her awful Sword in vain ? 
And what are Laws unleſs obey'd, 


By the ſame moral Virtues they were made? 
FRANC1S. 

ND firſt, it is propoſed, that no 
A perſon ſhall hereafter be appointed 
a Juſtice of the Peace, in any 

county of the Kingdom, who hath not an 
eſtate of inheritance, or other freehold, 
or profit rent on leaſehold intereſts in the 
faid county, of 200. a year, at the leaſt, 
except any number, not exceeding four at 
a time, for the county of Dublin, to be ap- 
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proved of in like manner as they are at 


preſent approved of. 


And as it is an office of honour, digni- 


ty, truſt, and authority, that they only be 


inted who are moſt noted for their 
abilities, wiſdom, and integrity, Fi 


And as by ſeveral Acts of Parliament, 
many offences are appointed to be tried by 
the Juſtices of the ſeveral counties in the 
Kingdom, at their quarterly Seſſions, as if 
the ſame were regularly and properly held, 
therefore that a Law be made for the regu- 
lar and effectual holding of theſe Seſſions, 
and for the puniſhing by fine, or removal, 
ſuch of the ſaid Juſtices as ſhall abſent 
themſelves therefrom; without ſufficient 
excuſe, as this would be a certain means 
of ridding the Juſtices of aſſize and goal 
delivery, of a conſiderable part of that 
trouble which is the undoubted duty of 
the Juſtices of the Peace, but which at 
preſent is almoſt totally and ſhamefully 
neglected, and enable them the more 
effectually to tranſact the more material 


buſineſs of the country. 


That as his Majeſty's caſual revenue in 
this Kingdom ariſes chiefly from the for- 
feited recognizances of ſureties for the 


| peace, 


AY IS 


peace, and for the appearance of perſons 
guilty of the breach thereof, in outrages 
and violences of every kind ; fines and a- 
merciaments impoſed by Courts of Juſtice 
on their officers and others, for neglect of 
duty in the execution of Juſtice, and other 
offences, all which are twice a year eſ- 
treated into the Exchbequer, and from 
thence iſſued in proceſs, called the proceſs 
of Green Wax allo twice a year, to the 
ſeveral Sheriffs of the Kingdom, for the 
profits of which they are to account in the 
Exchequer ; if more attention was, than 
is at preſent given to the conducting of 
this buſineſs in its ſeveral ſtages, by thoſe 
who are concerned therein, it would be a 
principal means of promoting that due ex- 
ecution of the Laws, which is ſo much 
wanted in this Kingdom, and greatly 
contribute to the preventing the many 
riots, violences, and murders, for which it 
is at preſent noted above all the Nations in 
Eur ope, 2 A 


That for-this purpoſe, the ſeveral Juſ- 
tices of the peace, throughout the King- 
dom, ſhould be far more careful than 


they at preſent are, in requiring ſuffici- 


ent ſureties, men of ſome degree of cre- 
dit and ſubſtance, and of known reſi- 
dence, for the appearance of offenders - 
al 
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all ſuch caſes of outrage againſt the peace. 
and ſafety of ſociety, and ſhould inſert 
their additions and places of abode in the 
recognizances which on ſuch occaſions 
they take, inſtead of accepting (as is too. 
often the caſe) any perſons that are offer- 
ed, ſome of them fiQitious, and in the ge- 
neral, of ro property, or place of reſi- 
dence, as daily appears by the returns 
made by the ſaid Sheriffs on their ac- 
counts in the Exchequer, where it has of- 
ten happened, that of five hundred per- 
ſons in 3 proceſs, not one could be faund 
that had either body, goods or lands in 
the county; by which means, publick 
juſtice: is eluded, and made but a meer 
Farce of, to the great promotion of theſe 
terible evils, beſides, putting the Crown and 
the publick to an immenſe, ycarly, uſeleſs 
expence: From , whence, it is plain, that 
if none were to be Juſtices of the peace, 
but ſuch as were qualified, ag l have be- 
fore mentioned, in a very ſhort time, there 
would not be one diſturbance in the King- 
dom, for ten there is at preſent *. 
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* It would not be amiſs, if the Court of 
Exchequer would on ſuch unwarrantable re- 
turns as theſe, direct the Solicitor for the caſual 
revenue, to lay the names of the Juſtices of 

the 
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That for the better remedying of theſe 
grievous miſchiefs under which this King- 
dom is at preſent groaning, the Office of 
Sheriffs is moſt worthy of notice, as the con- 
tinuance of them is, in a great meaſure, 
owing to the neglect of theſe Officers, and 
the ſhameful behaviour of their Sub- ſheriffs, 
who often upon their ſaid accounts in the 
Exchequer, and in the face of the Publick, 
make the ſame return of no body, goods or lands 
on perſons of known eſtates and ſubſtance, 
even in the ſame towns with them, and vi- 
ſible every day, as they do on the ſaid fic- 
titious perſons, or perſons of no ſubſtance or 
reſidence. 


That as the peace, the welfare, and the 
| ſecu- 
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the peace, who have taken any ſuch recogni- 
zances, and eſpecially where the ſum is twenty 
pounds and upwards, with the ſums and names 
of the ſureties before the Lord Chancellor, as it 
may be well preſumed, they are for flagrant of- 
fences, and that the Juſtices ſhould be ſummon- 
ed to account to him for their conduct, and, if 
not ſatisfactory, to be removed from the office. 
And were the Judges on their ſeveral Circuits 
to explain theſe matters to the Juſtices of the 
Peace, and properly caution them therein, it 
might greatly tend to the correcting and reme- 
dying of theſe grievous neglects, and moft ter- 
rible abuſes. 
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ſecurity of Society in a great meaſure depend 
on the proper Execution of this Office, that 


none, therefore, be appointed to it, but Gen- 


tlemen of the FIRSH Conſideration in the 
Country for Credit and Character; nor any 
perſon who hath not an eſtate of inheritance 


of at leaſt five hundred pounds a year *. 


And then if che ſeveral Juſtices of the 
Peace in the Kingdom were to be as care- 
ful 
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C This Office of Sheriff is of as high con- 


ſequence to our Our Glerious Conſtitution as 


any it has. It is a principal One. Does he not 
return the Jury that is to try our Lives and Pro- 


perties, and, if in this he is corrupt, would not 
this moſt valuable Bleſſing (which of all other 


people on the Globe, we of theſe Kingdoms on- 


ly enjoy) this one main Pillar of Our Liberties, 


be, as though we had it not? Is it not by this 
Officer, that Our Laws are to be finally execut- 
ed? And if in this he is corrupt (which, from 
men of little property and credit, there is 
too much reaſon to fear) would our Laws be 
then any other, or more, than a meer dead let- 
ter, to the entire deſtruction of all credit, truſt, 
and commerce ? But above all, do not Sheriffs 
return the Members of the Legiſlature ? If then 
it ſhould ever happen, that they ſhould only be 
choſen for the Purpoſes of Party, Faction, or 
Power, would there not be an end of our Laws, 
and our Conſtitution, and to all Security of Pro- 
perty, of Life, of Liberty ? 


19 


ful in the execution of their office, as well 
in attending the Seſſions, as in taking the 


aforeſaid recognizances, they would render 
the Office of Sheriff far leſs burthenſome than 


it at preſent is, and, at the ſame time, far 


more profitable, as by the Statute, 12 
George I. ch. 4. all Sheriffs who ſhall levy 
any ſums of money whatſoever (except poſt- 
fines) due to his Majeſty, &c. by proceſs 


upon the ſummons of the Pipe or Green 


Wax, by Levari Facias out of the Court of 
Exchequer, ſhall, from time to time, have 


an allowance upon their accounts of 12d. 


out of every 20s. for any ſum not exceed- 


ing 1ool. fo levied, and 6d. for every 20s. 


over and above the firſt 100l. and, at the 
ſame time, that there would not be one out- 
rage for ten there is committed at preſent ; 
the Caſual Revenue (which is mixed with 


the other Revenues, and applied to the de- 


fraying of the expences of Government) 
would be tenfold encreaſed, as I could prove 
to a demonſtration if it were now neceſſa- 
ry ; but this laſt is a matter of but little 
conſequence in compariſon of the advan- 
tages I have before mentioned *. ; 
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* It is alſo to be wiſhed, that the ſeveral 
Sheriffs of the Kingdom were far more care- 


ful than they are in the execution of this Proceſs. 
It 
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It is a melancholy conſideration, but it is as 
true, that there ate ſeveral places in and about 
this City, where not any number of Bailiffs 
dare go to execute the proceſs of our Courts, 
which is greatly owing to the under Offi- 
cers of juſtice and of Magiſtracy in this 
Kingdom, being of no degree of credit, nor 
under the leaft regulation, nay rather, held 
comte mptible, fo that our Laws are often 
quite uſeleſs, meer bruta fulmina & vant. 
In England it is quite otherwiſe, they are 
there reſpectable, Wherefore, theſe under 
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It is entirely entruſted by them to their Sub- 
ſheriffs, who, it is well known, commit the 
entire management of this buſineſs to their 
Bailifls, and they, for the ſmall perquiſites they 
get from ſuch per ſons as in the Proceſs of the 
Pipe are really ſolvent, return, thereon that they 
have neither body, goods, or lands, and this 
without holding any enquiry on this Proceſs, 
altho' by an eſtabliſhed rule of the Court of Ex- 
chequer, of ſo long ſtanding as the 24th of Fe- 
$rnary, 1695, the ſeveral Sheriffs of the King- 
dom are bound to do ſo, and the Comptroller 


of the Pipe by the ſaid rule, is to inſert a memo- 


randum, or notice to them, for that purpoſe at 
the foot of the ſaid Proceſs, to the great detri- 
ment of this branch of his Majeſty?s Revenue; 
but, which is far worſe, to the manifeſt promoting 
both of fraud aud perjury, and defeating totally 
the execution of Juſtice, 
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Offices are exerciſed by men of ſubſtance 
and credit ; beſides, it has been frequently 
obſerved, that in England, the riots are, in 
the general, in Defence of the Laws, but in 
this Kingdom, in Oppoſition to them ; for in- 
ſtance, if a debtor, or malefactor there, is fly- 
ing trom the Miniſters of Juſtice, the people 
will affiſt in apprehending him, whereas, in 
this Kingdom, the contrary is by far too 
often the caſe, for which an inviduous rea- 
ſon has been given, to wit, that every man 
here of the Lower Claſs, makes it his own 
caſe ; however, were they as rich and free 
as they are in England, the caſe might then 
be otherwiſe; but ninety-nine in an hun- 
dred of them in this Kingdom, it is 'well 
known, are born abſolute Beggars and Slaves 
to their Landlords. —There's no Yeomanry 
here; fcarcely any ſuch thing as that mott 
bappy, middle State, where Virtue, Truth, 
and Innocence are chietly to be found. 


Now, to conclude, although I may have 
omitted many things upon this ſubjec which 
the nature and weight of it might have pro- 
diiced from a more able Pen than mine, 
yet I have meaned well; and let it be relied 
on, that there is not any matter whatſoever 
more worthy of the mature Conſideration, 
and the utmoſt Exertion of all the Powers 
in the 3 | 
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Are we not every day more and more 
plunging into Party buſineſs, Faction and 
Cabal, which may not only produce a 
relaxation of all juſtice, and prevent 
the improvement and proſperity of the 
country, as it has already laid the foun- 
dation for Diſcontents and Feuds which 


are hourly encreaſing, but muſt at length 


become moſt fatal to the kingdom? and 
ſhall men conſent to be halloo'd like dogs, 
at this, or that, by others for their own 
private purpoſes, as they ſhall pleaſe to 
halloo them? - 5 


Let us then enjoy the many benefits 
with which Heaven hath bleſſed us, and 
do our duty, in our reſpective ſtates and 
callings, and not diſturb ourſelves with the 
vain and imaginary purſuit of things which 
concern us not. Let not thoſe whoſe pri- 
vate views it may immediately ſerve, per- 
ſuade us, that an unreſtrained power of doing 
every thing, that every man may be inclined 
to do, and of uttering every thought that the 
malignity of a wicked heart can ſuggeſt, is 
LiBERTY ;* that rage, and revilings are 
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* This is now carried to ſuch a pitch of ke 
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Rreason and TRUTH; that groſs abu- 


ſive aeclamation and bitterneſs of language, 


in what ever pompous ſounds they 
may be delivered, are ELoQUENCE ; and 
laſtly, that a conſtant uniform oppoſition t0 
Government with rude affronts, and unpro- 
poked indignties to all in authority over us, 
to the total levelling of all diſtinction and 
order, is PATRIOTISM ; or that Patriotiſm 

ever 


centiouſneſs, that our daily news papers are filled 
with the moſt daring groſs abuſe of every rank 
and ſtation of men, who, though their names 
be not always directly expreſſed, yet they are fo 
marked by hieroglyphical prints, or ſuch deſig- 
nations annexed to their initial and final letters 
of names, that every man, at once muſt know 


the perſons meaned to be exppſed ; but in truth, 


they are become fo frequent, and ſo partially 
dealt, that to notice them, only could make 
them of conſequence. Let every virtuous, ho- 
neſt man but conſult his own heart, how he 
would like to be treated in this manner, to be ex- 
poſed thus in ſport and jeſt, among his fellow 
ſubjects, and to be condemned thus in fame and 
character unheard, and he may be then capable 


of judging truly of theſe things. If this be 
Liberty, it is either Liberty againſt Liberty or 
Liberty but for one party, or for one /ide only, — 
a partial, cruel Liberty. T 
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ever can be, but where the heart is right. 
This would be ſuffering ourſelves to be 
deceived to our abſolute ruin, and to be 
led into that degree of licentiouſneſs, which, 
were it to be the caſe, we might ere many 
years paſſed over behold the graſs not only 
mowed in our roads, but even in our 
ſtreets; for who, that could avoid it, would 
ever viſit the abodes of contention, or 


duell amidſt the tents of terror and dan- 


ger? 


We have been ſtrangely tickled by ſeve- 
ral of our Liberty Spirits of late with the 
falſe illuſion of comparing us to the Ame- 
ricans, and ſtimulating us to act as they 
have done, but let us calmly and diſpaſſi- 
onately conſider theſe matters and aſk our 
own judgments, wherefore is this? have we 
as yet been taxed in the manner of which 
they have complained ? have we the ſame 
connections with the People of England 
that they have, to induce them to eſpouſe 
us? are we at as great a diſtance fron Eng- 
land as they are? could we retain in our 
hands, millions of their money until we 
compelled them to do for us, that which 


. we would have them do? did the Ame- 


ricans threaten to with-hold from England 
any of the contributions which they had 
before paid for their defence and protec- 

$ tion ? 
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tion? O! I could ſay much more upon this 
ſubject, but I ſhudder at the very thoughts 
of it. I ſhall therefore no further trouble 
my readers than in recommending to them 
a few ſhort fables of Aſep for their peru- 
ſal; which are thoſe of Jupiter and the 
Frogs; the Viper and the File; the Bear and 
Hive of Bees, and the Belly and Members, 


| which if well conſidered and properly ap- 


plied, would outweigh a thouſand pages of 
ought that I could write. So, 


My Bleſſin gs with you, 


And theſe few precepts in your Memories 
See, you Character, Hamlet. 
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ever can be, but where the heart is right. 
This would be ſuffering ourſelves to be 
deceived to our abſolute ruin, and to be 
led into that degree of /:centrouſneſs, which, 
were it to be the caſe, we might ere many 
years paſſed over behold the graſs not only 
mowed in our roads, but even in our 
ſtreets; for who, that could avoid it, would 
ever viſit the abodes of contention, or 


dell amidſt the tents of terror and dan- 


ger? 


We have been ſtrangely tickled by ſeve- 
ral of our Liberty Spirits of late with the 


_ falſe illuſion of comparing us to the Ame- 


ricans, and ſtimulating us to act as the 

have done, but let us calmly and diſpaſſi- 
onately conſider theſe matters and aſk our 
own judgments, wherefore 1s this? have we 
as yet been taxed in the manner of which 
they have complained ? have we the ſame 
connections with the People of England 
that they have, to induce them to eſpouſe 
us? are we at as great a diſtance fron Eng- 
land as they are? could we retain in our 
hands, millions of their money until we 
compelled them to do for us, that which 


. we would have them do? did the Ame- 


ricans threaten to with-hold from England 
any of the contributions which they had 
before paid for their defence and protec- 

tion ? 
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tion? O! I could ſay much more upon this 
ſubject, but I ſhudder at the very thoughts 
of i. I ſhall therefore no further trouble 
my readers than in recommending to them 
a few ſhort fables of A 775 for their peru- 
ſal; which are thoſe of Jupiter and the 
Frogs ; the Viper and the File ; the Bear and 
Hive of Bees, and the Belly and Members, 
which if well conſidered and properly ap- 
plied, would outweigh a thouſand pages of 
ought that I could write. So, 


My Bleſſings with you, 
And theſe few precepts in your Memories 
See, you Character, Hamlet. 
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